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SUBJECT: GENERAL ROSSON'S VISIT AND ARMS FROM US 

1. SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR WAS PRESENT AT MEETING LATE APRIL 16 
BETWEEN GENERAL PINOCHET, HEAD OF GOC JUNTA, AND GENERAL 
WILLIAM B. ROSSON, USCINCSO. PINOCHET PRESSED HARD FOR DECISION 
ON US ARMS FOR CHILE, AND INITIATED DISCUSSION WHICH GAVE 
GENERAL AND AMBASSADOR OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN PROBLEM RAISED 
BY HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. END SUMMARY 

2. AFTER AMENITIES. GENERAL PINOCHET TURNED IMMEDIATELY TO 
ARMS QUESTION. SAID THAT CHILE HAD PERFORMED GREAT SERVICE IN 
DISPLACING ALLENDE S MARXIST GOVERNMENT. IT WAS UNIQUE IN THE 
WORLD IN THAT CHILE HAD ACCOMPLISHED THIS ACTION WITH NO 
OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. CHILE HAS OUSTED THE COMMUNISTS AND WOULD 
CONTINUE TO OPPOSE THEM. BUT AS REGARDS ARMAMENTS "US HAD 
NOT TAKEN CHILE S OUTSTRETCHED HAND." IN PARTICULAR THE US 
HAD NOT RESPONDED WITH REGARD TO M-60 TANKS WHICH PINOCHET 
HIMSELF HAD REQUESTED OF GENERAL UNDERWOOD IN 1972 AND WHICH 
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COUNTRY WHICH WAS BEING AIDED IN ITS PREPARATIONS BY THE SOVIET 
UNION IN ORDER TO REIMPOSE MARXISM IN SOUTH AMERICA. 

3. GENERAL ROSSON EXPLAINED THAT CHILEAN REQUEST FOR ARMS 
PURCHASES WAS STILL UNDER STUDY IN WASHINGTON AND UNFORTUNATELY 
HE DID NOT HAVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION NOT ALREADY IN THE 
HANDS OF GOC. GENERAL ROSSON THEN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT 

THE US EMBASSY, US MILITARY GROUP AND USSOUTHCOM HAD SUPPORTED 
CHILEAN REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE. 

4. AT THIS POINT GENERAL ROSSON POINTED OUT THAT ONE OF THE 
PROBLEMS AFFECTING A DECISION FROM WASHINGTON ON THE CHILEAN 
ARMS REQUEST IS THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. GENERAL PINOCHET 
REPLIED THAT OPPOSITION TO ARMS SHIPMENT IN WASHINGTON BASED 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS IS UNJUST. PINOCHET SAID THAT 
CHILE WAS AND WOULD CONTINUE TO BE A DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY BUT 
IT RESENTED BEING CRITICIZED UNJUSTLY. FOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS 
FREQUENTLY SAID THAT INDIVIDUALS HAD "DISAPPEARED" WHEN THE 
FACT WAS THAT THESE PEOPLE FREQUENTLY HAD ALIASES AND WERE 
DETAINED BY THE GOVERNMENT UNDER NAMES DIFFERENT FROM THOSE 
KNOWN TO INQUIRERS, THUS MAKING IDENTIFICATION EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT. HE FURTHER COMMENTED THAT CHILE COULD HARDLY BE 
SAID TO HAVE HAD A REVOLUTION SINCE IT HAD CAST OUT MARXISM 
WITH THE DEATH OF 1500 PERSONS; AN ACT WHICH COULD BE MORE 
ACCURATELY DESCRIBED AS A "MOVEMENT" RATHER THAN A REVOLUTION. 
SUBSEQUENTLY. THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT HAD HAD TO TAKE STEPS 

TO PRESERVE INTERNAL SECURITY. THE COMMUNISTS WHO WERE 
PROTESTING ABOUT THIS ALL OVER THE WORLD HAD NO REGARD 
WHATEVER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS OR FOR HUMAN BEINGS AS INDIVIDUALS. 

5. AMBASSADOR AGREED THAT, IN A SENSE, A DOUBLE STANDARD 
DOES EXIST, WITH CHILE BEING HELD TO A MUCH HIGHER LEVEL OF 
PERFORMANCE THAN COMMUNIST STATES. THIS WAS IN PART BECAUSE 
THE WORLD HAD COME TO THINK OF CHILE AS AN OUTSTANDING 
DEMOCRATIC NATION. WHATEVER THE INEQUITIES, THE AMBASSADOR 
AND GENERAL ROSSON EXPLAINED. THE FACT WAS THAT THERE WAS 
CONCERN BY MANY IN THE US WITH REGARD TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE. 

6. COMMENT: DISCUSSION WAS PROBABLY MOST DIRECT HIGH-LEVEL 
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CHILEAN COMPLAINT SO FAR RE USG DELAY IN RESPONDING TO 
CHILEAN ARMS REQUESTS (STATE 75132). WE EXPECT WE WILL HAVE 
MORE OF SAME, AND WILL BE COMMUNICATING OUR VIEWS AS TO 
IMPLICATIONS TO DEPARTMENT IN SEPTELS. 

7. PINOCHET COMMENTS ALSO GIVE INSIGHT INTO ONE OF OUR 
MAJOR DIFFICULTIES IN DEALING WITH HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE HERE. 

GOC MILITARY LEADERS ARE IMBUED WITH SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS AT 
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THEIR SUCCESS IN HAVING FREED CHILE OF MARXIST REGIME. THEY 
ATTACH OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE TO FACT THAT THEIR SUBSEQUENT 
EFFORTS TO PREVENT SUBVERSION ARE PROCEEDING IN STRICT 
ACCORDANCE WITH CHILEAN LAW. AND THEY ARE INDIGNANT AT 
INTER-NATIONAL MARXIST CAMPAGIN AGAINST THEM. INVOLVING 
PATENT UNTRUTHS AND DISTORTIONS. AS RESULT, THEY ARE LARGELY 
INSENSITIVE TO GROUNDS FOR NON IDEOLOGICALLY-MOTIVATED 
FOREIGN CONCERN AT STATE OF OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
CHILE. 

8. THEY ARE ALSO PLAINLY UNABLE TO REALIZE THAT AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF NEGATIVE INTERNATIONAL REACTION TO CHILEAN EVENTS 
DERIVES FROM FOREIGN PERCEPTION OF CHILE QUITE DIFFERENT 
FROM THEIR OWN. AS AN EXAMPLE, WHEN PINOCHET DEPRECATES THE 
LOSS OF 1500 LIVES, HE IS THINKING OF THOSE SAVED BY TIMELY 
MILITARY ACTION IN CONTRAST TO ALLENDE'S REPEATED PREDICTIONS 
OF A CIVIL WAR COSTING A MILLION LIVES. IT IS VERY DOUBTFUL 
THAT HE REALIZES HIS REMARKS WOULD NOT GO DOWN WELL IF 
DISSEMINATED PUBLICLY, BECAUSE FOREIGN PUBLIC IS SO LARGELY 
IGNORANT OF CIVIL WAR ATMOSPHERE WHICH IS STILL PERVASIVE 
IN CHILE. 

POPPER UNQTE KISSINGER 
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